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Abstract 

 

Invasive insects pose a significant threat to native plant species and ecosystems, 

particularly in the context of changing climates. Understanding these 

interactions is crucial for effective conservation and management strategies 

aimed at mitigating the adverse effects of invasive species on native plant 

communities. Invasive insects often establish and proliferate in new habitats due 

to the absence of natural enemies and the availability of suitable resources. As 

climate change alters the distribution and phenology of plants, it can influence 

the susceptibility and resilience of native plant species to invasive insects. In 

some cases, rising temperatures and altered precipitation patterns may favour 

the spread and population growth of invasive insects, leading to increased 

herbivory, reduced plant fitness, and ultimately, altered community dynamics. 

Furthermore, changing climates can disrupt the synchrony between native 

plants and their pollinators or beneficial insect populations, further 

exacerbating the impacts of invasive insects. As native plants and pollinators 

respond differently to shifting climatic conditions, their interactions may 

become disrupted, potentially reducing the reproductive success and long-term 

survival of native plant populations. However, it is important to note that climate 

change can also create novel opportunities for both invasive insects and native 

plant species. In certain instances, invasive insects may benefit from warmer 

temperatures and expanded ranges, while some native plants may exhibit 

adaptive responses and resilience to changing climatic conditions. These 

complex interactions highlight the need for a comprehensive understanding of 

the ecological dynamics between invasive insects and native plant species under 

various climate scenarios. The ecological interactions between invasive insects 

and native plant species in changing climates have far-reaching consequences 

for biodiversity conservation and ecosystem functioning. As climates continue 

to evolve, it is imperative to further investigate these interactions and develop 

adaptive strategies to mitigate the impacts of invasive insects on native plant 

communities. By doing so, we can strive to preserve and restore ecological 

balance in the face of ongoing environmental change. 
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insects 
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1. Introduction 

Invasive insect pests pose significant threats to agricultural systems worldwide, leading to substantial 

economic losses and ecological disruptions. Understanding the dynamics between invasive insects and 

agricultural practices is essential for developing effective strategies to mitigate their negative effects and 

promote sustainable food production (Tonnang et. al., 2022). Invasive insect pests have the ability to rapidly 

establish and proliferate in new regions, often surpassing the natural defences of local ecosystems. They can 

inflict direct damage to crops through feeding, oviposition, and transmission of pathogens, causing yield losses 

and reduced quality of agricultural products. Furthermore, these pests can disrupt the balance of 

agroecosystems by altering nutrient cycling, plant-pollinator interactions, and natural pest control mechanisms 

(Gupta et. al., 2019; Fortuna et. al., 2022). Climate change, globalization, and increased international trade 

have facilitated the introduction and spread of invasive insect pests, intensifying the challenges faced by 

agricultural systems. Rising temperatures, altered precipitation patterns, and shifting phenological events can 

create more favourable conditions for invasive species, enabling them to expand their ranges and infest new 

areas (Mallet, 2018). Additionally, the movement of goods and people across borders increases the likelihood 

of pest introductions, highlighting the importance of strict biosecurity measures and regulations. Managing 

invasive insect pests in agriculture requires a multifaceted approach that integrates various strategies (Skendžić 

et. al., 2021). Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices, which combine cultural, biological, and chemical 

control methods, are commonly employed to minimize the use of pesticides and promote environmentally 

sustainable pest management. Monitoring and early detection systems play a crucial role in identifying invasive 

species at their early stages of establishment, enabling timely interventions and preventing their widespread 

impacts (Musolin et. al., 2022). 

Biological control, involving the introduction or augmentation of natural enemies, has proven effective in 

managing some invasive insect pests. However, careful consideration must be given to the potential ecological 

risks associated with the introduction of non-native species for control purposes (Wright, 2014). Additionally, 

research and innovation in breeding pest-resistant crop varieties, developing pheromone-based trapping 

systems, and exploring alternative pest control methods, such as the use of microbial agents or precision 

farming technologies, hold promise for sustainable pest management in agriculture (Venette and 

Hutchison,2021). International cooperation and collaboration among countries are vital for effectively 

addressing the challenges posed by invasive insect pests. Sharing knowledge, best practices, and resources can 

enhance surveillance and response systems, facilitate the development of early warning systems, and promote 

coordinated pest management efforts. Furthermore, public awareness and education programs can play a 

critical role in engaging farmers, stakeholders, and the general public in recognizing and reporting invasive 

species, thereby contributing to their effective control and prevention (Gupta et. al., 2019). Invasive insect 

pests pose significant threats to agriculture, necessitating comprehensive and integrated approaches to their 

management. By implementing sustainable pest management practices, strengthening biosecurity measures, 

and promoting international cooperation, it is possible to mitigate the impacts of invasive species on 

agricultural systems and safeguard food production. Continued research and innovation are crucial for 

developing new strategies and technologies to effectively manage invasive insect pests, ensuring the resilience 

and sustainability of global agriculture in the face of ongoing challenges (Rathee and Dalal, 2018). 

Invasive pests 

Invasive pests pose a significant threat to native vegetation and insects, leading to profound ecological 

disruptions and biodiversity loss. Invasive pests can have detrimental effects on native vegetation by directly 

damaging plants through feeding, competition for resources, or transmission of pathogens (Daniel et. al., 

2020). They often lack natural predators or parasites in their new habitats, allowing them to proliferate rapidly 

and exert considerable pressure on native plant populations. This can result in reduced plant fitness, altered 

community composition, and, in extreme cases, even the displacement or extinction of native plant species 

(Bhavani et. al.,2019). Furthermore, invasive pests can disrupt the intricate interactions between plants and 

insects, which are essential for ecosystem functioning. Native insects, including pollinators and herbivores, 

have evolved in association with native plant species and depend on them for food and habitat. When invasive 

pests negatively impact native plants, it can have cascading effects on insect populations, leading to declines 

in pollination services, shifts in herbivory patterns, and altered trophic interactions within ecosystems (Bisht 

and Giri, 2019). The impacts of invasive pests on native insects are particularly concerning due to the critical 

roles’ insects play in ecological processes such as pollination, nutrient cycling, and decomposition. Disruptions 

to insect populations can have far-reaching consequences for ecosystem health and stability. Additionally, as 
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native insects are often specialized in their interactions with specific plant species, the loss or decline of native 

plants can result in the loss of host plant resources and subsequent declines in insect biodiversity (Mani, 2017). 

Climate change can exacerbate the impacts of invasive pests on native vegetation and insects. Rising 

temperatures, altered precipitation patterns, and shifting phenology can create more favourable conditions for 

invasive species, allowing them to expand their ranges and intensify their impacts. Moreover, climate change 

can disrupt the synchrony between native plants and their associated insects, leading to phenological 

mismatches and reduced reproductive success for both plants and insects (Tonnanget. al.,2022). 

To effectively address the impacts of invasive pests on native vegetation and insects, integrated management 

approaches are crucial. These approaches should include early detection and rapid response systems, targeted 

pest control methods, restoration efforts for native plant communities, and the promotion of habitat 

connectivity and biodiversity conservation (Viraktamath,2002). Additionally, collaboration between scientists, 

land managers, policymakers, and the public is essential for implementing effective invasive species 

management strategies. Invasive pests pose significant threats to native vegetation and insects, jeopardizing 

ecosystem functioning and biodiversity conservation (Kalleshwaraswamy,2018).The impacts of invasive pests 

on native plant communities and insect populations highlight the urgent need for proactive and coordinated 

management efforts. By understanding the ecological dynamics between invasive pests, native vegetation, and 

insects, we can develop strategies to mitigate their negative effects and promote the long-term sustainability 

of native ecosystems (Singh et. al., 2020). 

Interaction of native and invasive insects 

The interaction between native and invasive insects in ecosystems is a dynamic process that can have profound 

ecological implications. Native and invasive insects often occupy similar ecological niches, competing for 

limited resources such as food, habitat, and mates. Competition between native and invasive insects can lead 

to changes in population dynamics, distribution patterns, and community composition (Rodriguez,2006).In 

some cases, invasive insects may outcompete native species, leading to declines in native insect populations 

and potential disruptions to ecosystem functioning. On the other hand, facilitation can also occur between 

native and invasive insects. In certain instances, native insects may benefit from the presence of invasive 

species by utilizing novel resources or habitats made available by the invaders. This facilitation can have both 

positive and negative consequences, depending on the specific context and the ecological traits of the 

interacting species (Johnson, 2009). 

Predation is another important interaction between native and invasive insects. Native predators may recognize 

and prey upon invasive insects, potentially exerting some level of control over their populations. However, the 

effectiveness of native predators in regulating invasive species can be influenced by various factors, including 

prey preferences, predator-prey interactions, and the ability of invasive insects to defend themselves or escape 

predation (Jackson,2015). Indirect effects can also arise from the interaction of native and invasive insects. For 

example, the introduction of an invasive insect may disrupt the mutualistic relationships between native insects 

and plants, leading to cascading effects on plant-pollinator interactions or herbivory dynamics. Additionally, 

the presence of invasive insects can alter the behaviour, physiology, or life history traits of native insects, 

potentially affecting their survival, reproduction, and overall fitness (Mills et al.,2004). 

Understanding the interaction between native and invasive insects is crucial for developing effective pest 

management strategies. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approaches, which take into account the ecological 

context and consider a combination of strategies, can help mitigate the negative impacts of invasive insects 

while minimizing harm to native species (Bauer,2012). These strategies may include biological control using 

native predators or parasitoids, habitat management to enhance native insect populations, and targeted 

interventions to control invasive species. Furthermore, the conservation of native insect populations and their 

habitats is essential for maintaining the resilience and biodiversity of ecosystems. Protecting and restoring 

native plant communities, promoting habitat connectivity, and reducing the use of broad-spectrum insecticides 

can help support native insect populations, enabling them to withstand the pressures exerted by invasive 

species (With,2002). The interaction between native and invasive insects is a complex process with far-

reaching ecological implications. Understanding the dynamics of these interactions is crucial for effective pest 

management, biodiversity conservation, and the maintenance of ecosystem balance. By considering the 

ecological context and implementing integrated strategies, it is possible to mitigate the negative impacts of 

invasive insects while preserving native insect populations and the ecological services they provide (Didham, 

2005). 
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Invasive insects are a significant concern for ecosystems, agriculture, and public health. These insects, often 

introduced to new environments unintentionally or intentionally, can have detrimental effects on the native 

flora and fauna. While they possess certain abilities that aid their survival and proliferation, it is crucial to 

recognize the negative impacts they can have and the importance of managing their populations effectively 

(Rodriguez, 2006). One of the key abilities of invasive insects is their capacity to adapt to new environments 

quickly. They possess mechanisms that enable them to establish and thrive in habitats that may be different 

from their native range. These insects can exploit available resources, such as food, shelter, and breeding sites, 

with great efficiency, allowing them to outcompete native species. Their ability to reproduce rapidly also 

contributes to their success in colonizing new areas (Johnson et. al.,2009). 

Invasive insects can disrupt ecological balance by preying on or outcompeting native species for resources. 

They can negatively affect biodiversity by driving native species to extinction or altering natural ecosystems. 

For example, invasive insects like the emerald ash borer in North America have devastated ash tree 

populations, resulting in the loss of habitat for countless organisms that depend on these trees (Jackson,2015). 

The impacts can extend to higher trophic levels, affecting entire food webs. Furthermore, invasive insects often 

bring with them novel pests and diseases that can affect agricultural production. They can damage crops, reduce 

yields, and cause economic losses for farmers. Examples include the Asian citrus psyllid, which transmits a 

bacterium responsible for citrus greening disease, and the brown marmorated stink bug, which damages a wide 

range of fruits and vegetables. Controlling these pests is essential to safeguarding agricultural productivity and 

food security (Mills et. al.,2004). 

The management of invasive insects is of utmost importance. Early detection and rapid response are crucial to 

prevent their establishment and spread. Effective strategies may include quarantine measures, surveillance 

programs, and the implementation of biological control methods that target specific pests while minimizing 

harm to non-target species (Bauer, 2012). Public awareness and education play a significant role in preventing 

the unintentional introduction and spread of invasive insects. People should be educated about the risks 

associated with the transport of potentially invasive species through international trade, travel, or the 

movement of goods (Crowl et. al., 2008). Furthermore, understanding and recognizing the signs of invasive 

insect infestations can facilitate early reporting and prompt action. While invasive insects possess certain 

abilities that contribute to their success, their impact on ecosystems, agriculture, and public health is significant 

(With,2002). The ability to adapt to new environments quickly and exploit available resources allows them to 

establish and thrive, but it also poses a threat to native species and ecosystems. Recognizing the importance of 

managing invasive insects effectively through early detection, response, and education is crucial to mitigate 

their negative effects and preserve the health and balance of our ecosystems (Zavaleta et. al., 2001). 

Effect of invasive insects on native insect species 

Invasive insects can have a profound impact on native insect populations; often disturbing their ecological 

balance and causing significant disruptions within ecosystems (Hickman et. al., 2013). Here are a few 

examples that illustrate how invasive insects can negatively affect native insects: 

European Honeybees vs. Native Bees  

The introduction of European honeybees (Apis mellifera) in various regions has had unintended consequences 

for native bee populations. European honeybees are highly competitive for floral resources and can outcompete 

native bees for nectar and pollen (Cane, 2003). This competition can lead to a reduction in food availability 

for native bees, potentially impacting their survival and reproduction(Chantawannakul et. al., 2018). The 

introduction of Apis mellifera, or the European honeybee, has had both positive and negative impacts on native 

bee populations. While honeybees are highly valued for their pollination services and honey production, their 

presence can also have unintended consequences for native bees (Kumar& Kumar,2014). Apis mellifera 

colonies can be large and highly efficient in collecting nectar and pollen from flowers. This can lead to 

increased competition for floral resources with native bee species. Honeybees have been observed to 

outcompete native bees for limited resources, potentially reducing the availability of food sources for native 

bee populations (Kojima et. al., 2011). As a result, native bees may experience decreased foraging success, 

reduced reproductive rates, and increased vulnerability to other stressors. The abundance and foraging 

behaviour of honeybees can influence the dynamics of plant-pollinator relationships(Goulson,2003).Native 

bees have evolved alongside native plants and have specialized adaptations that allow them to effectively 

pollinate specific plant species. However, the introduction of honeybees can disrupt these relationships by 

monopolizing floral resources and reducing the opportunities for native bees to fulfil their ecological roles as 
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pollinators. This can have cascading effects on plant populations, especially those that rely on specialized 

native bee pollinators for reproduction (Paini,2004). 

Honeybees can act as carriers and vectors of diseases and parasites that can affect both honeybees and native 

bees. For instance, the Varroa mite (Varroa destructor), a parasitic mite that feeds on honeybee brood, can also 

infest and negatively impact native bee populations. The spread of pathogens and parasites by honeybees can 

lead to increased disease pressure on native bee species, potentially causing declines in their populations and 

compromising their health and survival (Chakrabarti et al., 2015). Hybridization between honeybees and native 

bee species can occur in areas where the two populations overlap. This can result in genetic introgression, 

where genes from the introduced honeybees are incorporated into the gene pool of native bees. Hybridization 

can lead to the loss of unique genetic traits and adaptations in native bee populations, potentially reducing their 

ability to cope with environmental changes or increasing their susceptibility to certain stressors. It is important 

to note that the impacts of Apis mellifera on native bees can vary depending on local environmental conditions, 

bee species, and the intensity of honeybee management. Additionally, the effects can be more pronounced in 

areas where native bee populations are already under pressure due to habitat loss, pesticide exposure, and other 

factors (Huryn,1997). 

Red Imported Fire Ants vs. Ground-Nesting Insects 

Red imported fire ants (Solenopsis invicta) are notorious for their aggressive behavior and ability to displace 

native ground-nesting insects. These invasive ants construct large underground colonies and have been 

observed to prey upon or outcompete native insects, including ground-nesting bees, wasps, and other 

arthropods (Vinson,1997; Drees,1998; Wojcik et. al.,2001). This disruption in the native insect community can 

have cascading effects on other organisms that rely on these insects for pollination or as a food source (Klotz 

et al., 2003; Jemal& Jones, 1993; LeBrun et. al., 2012). 

Asian Longhorned Beetle vs. Native Wood-Boring Insects  

The Asian longhorned beetle (Anoplophora glabripennis) is a destructive invasive species that attacks a wide 

range of hardwood trees. As larvae, these beetles bore into the wood, causing extensive damage and potentially 

killing the host trees (Duan et. al.,2016). In regions where the Asian longhorned beetle has become established, 

it can outcompete and displace native wood-boring insects that depend on the same tree species for their life 

cycles. This disruption can lead to declines in native wood-boring insect populations, affecting nutrient cycling 

and decomposition processes in forests (Hu et. al.,2009; Marchioro and Faccoli,2021). 

Invasive pest- Spodoptera frugiperda 

The invasive pest Spodoptera frugiperda, commonly known as the fall armyworm, has had significant impacts 

not only on crops but also on other polyphagous pests within its invaded range. Here are some of the key 

effects of fall armyworm on other pests: 

Competition for Resources 

Fall armyworm larvae are voracious feeders and can consume a wide range of host plants, including major 

cereal crops such as maize, rice, and sorghum. Their presence can lead to increased competition for food 

resources among other polyphagous pests that feed on similar crops. This competition may result in reduced 

food availability and nutritional stress for these pests, potentially impacting their development, survival, and 

population dynamics (Sokame et. al.,2020; Divya et. al.,2021). 

Displacement of Native Pests  

In invaded areas, fall armyworm has the potential to outcompete and displace native polyphagous pests that 

share similar ecological niches. Native pests may face challenges in the presence of fall armyworm due to its 

aggressive feeding behavior and reproductive capacity. As a result, native pest populations may decline or 

become less dominant in agricultural landscapes, leading to shifts in pest dynamics and potential changes in 

pest management strategies (Hailu et. al.,2021; Mutyambai et. al.,2022). 

Altered Pest Management Practices  

The invasion of fall armyworm has prompted changes in pest management strategies, including increased 

pesticide applications and the adoption of new control methods. These changes can have indirect effects on 

other polyphagous pests. For example, the increased use of broad-spectrum insecticides to control fall 

armyworm may also impact non-target pests, including beneficial insects that contribute to natural pest control. 

Consequently, the altered pest management practices may disrupt the overall pest ecology and potentially lead 

to unintended consequences (Chimweta et. al.,2020; Ahissou et. al.,2021). Not only in case of insects, even in 
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other animals like Brown Treesnake vs. Native Birds: The introduction of the brown treesnake (Boiga 

irregularis) to the island of Guam has had devastating consequences for native bird populations (Wiles et. al., 

2003). The snakes, which are native to Australia and Indonesia, prey upon bird eggs and nestlings, causing 

severe declines in native bird species. The loss of native birds has had cascading effects on the ecosystem, 

including an increase in the population of invasive insects that were previously controlled by the birds (Rodda 

et. al., 1999). This example highlights how the disruption of native insectivorous species can indirectly impact 

native insects. 

These examples demonstrate the ways in which invasive insects can disturb native insect populations. Whether 

through direct competition, predation, resource depletion, or habitat modification, invasive insects can 

significantly alter the dynamics and composition of native insect communities. It is important to understand 

these impacts to develop effective strategies for managing invasive species and mitigating their effects on 

native ecosystems. The impact of invasive insects on native plant species is a significant concern for 

biodiversity conservation and ecosystem stability. Invasive insects, often introduced unintentionally or 

intentionally to new environments, can have detrimental effects on native plant populations. Invasive insects 

are often highly efficient herbivores, capable of consuming and damaging native plant species. They may 

possess specialized feeding adaptations or lack natural predators, allowing them to rapidly proliferate and 

cause extensive damage. This can result in reduced plant growth, decreased seed production, and even plant 

mortality (Avanesyan et. al., 2021). Invasive insects can directly consume foliage, stems, flowers, fruits, and 

seeds, leading to the loss of reproductive potential and altering the structure and composition of native plant 

communities. Invasive insects can outcompete native herbivores for limited resources, including host plants. 

Their aggressive feeding habits and ability to reproduce quickly can give them a competitive advantage, 

leading to a reduction in food availability for native herbivorous insects (Crowder and Snyder,2010). This can 

disrupt ecological interactions and potentially cause declines in native herbivore populations, altering the 

balance of herbivory within ecosystems. 

Invasive insects that act as pollinators may compete with native pollinators for floral resources, potentially 

affecting the reproductive success of native plant species. Invasive pollinators may have different preferences 

for flower morphology, nectar production, or pollen transfer mechanisms, leading to shifts in plant-pollinator 

interactions. This can result in reduced pollination services for native plants, leading to decreased seed set and 

genetic diversity, and potentially hindering the regeneration of native plant populations (Gurevitch and 

Padilla,2004). Invasive insects can serve as vectors for pathogens and diseases that can affect native plant 

species. These insects may carry and transmit pathogens directly to plants while feeding or indirectly through 

their excretions. Pathogens can cause diseases that weaken or kill native plants, further compromising their 

ability to compete with invasive species. Invasive insects can introduce novel pathogens to which native plants 

may have little or no resistance, leading to increased disease prevalence and potential declines in native plant 

populations (Cushman et. al., 2011). 

Native plants play a vital role in ecosystem functioning, providing habitat, food, and shelter for a diverse array 

of organisms. When invasive insects negatively impact native plant populations, it can have cascading effects 

on other trophic levels (Lonighi, 2023). Reduced plant biomass and altered plant community composition can 

affect the abundance and distribution of other organisms, including herbivores, predators, and decomposers 

(O'Neil et. al.,2023). This disruption of ecosystem functions can lead to changes in nutrient cycling, energy 

flow, and overall ecosystem resilience. Mitigating the impact of invasive insects on native plant species 

requires comprehensive management strategies. These may include early detection and rapid response efforts, 

the development and implementation of biological control measures, promoting the use of native plant species 

in restoration and landscaping practices, and minimizing the unintentional introduction and spread of invasive 

insects through international trade and travel. Protecting and conserving native plant species is crucial for 

maintaining ecosystem health, biodiversity, and the services they provide (Alfonzetti et. al., 2023; Peña et. al., 

2023). 

Invasive insects and native plant species are key components of ecosystems worldwide. However, with the 

onset of climate change, their ecological interactions are being altered, posing significant challenges for 

biodiversity conservation and ecosystem functioning. Invasive insects can have detrimental effects on native 

plant species, and the changing climate further exacerbates these impacts. This essay aims to explore the 

ecological interactions between invasive insects and native plant species in the context of a changing climate, 
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highlighting the potential consequences and implications for ecosystem dynamics and conservation efforts 

(Chavre and Patil,2023). 

Climate Change and Altered Phenology  

Climate change influences the phenology, or timing of biological events, of both invasive insects and native 

plants. Rising temperatures and shifting seasonal patterns can lead to phenological mismatches, where the 

emergence and activity of invasive insects do not align with the flowering and growth cycles of native plants. 

This can disrupt essential pollination processes and reduce seed production, affecting the reproductive success 

and fitness of native plant species (Elias,2023). 

Range Expansion and Colonization 

Climate change can create favourable conditions for invasive insects, allowing them to expand their ranges 

into new areas. As invasive insects colonize new regions, they may encounter native plant species that lack 

natural defences against their feeding or reproductive strategies. The absence of co-evolutionary relationships 

between invasive insects and native plants can exacerbate the impacts, leading to increased herbivory, reduced 

plant growth, and potential declines in native plant populations (Sarkar and Chakroborty,2023). 

Altered Plant-Insect Interactions  

Invasive insects can directly influence the dynamics of native plant communities through herbivory, altering 

plant growth, reproduction, and overall ecosystem structure. They may also introduce novel pathogens or 

interact with existing plant diseases, further compromising the health and resilience of native plant species. 

These disruptions can have cascading effects on other trophic levels, affecting pollinators, herbivores, and 

predators that depend on native plants for their survival and reproduction (Cushman et. al., 2011). 

Feedback Loops and Ecosystem Resilience 

The ecological interactions between invasive insects and native plant species, combined with climate change 

impacts, can create feedback loops that further exacerbate ecosystem disturbances. For example, increased 

herbivory by invasive insects may weaken native plant populations, making them more susceptible to other 

stressors such as drought, diseases, or invasive plants. These feedback loops can lead to declines in native plant 

diversity, compromised ecosystem resilience, and increased vulnerability to further environmental changes 

(Huet. al.,2009; Marchioro and Faccoli,2021). 

Implications for Conservation and Management  

The changing climate and its interactions with invasive insects and native plant species pose significant 

challenges for conservation and management efforts. It is crucial to understand the specific ecological 

dynamics and vulnerabilities of native plant communities to invasive insects in the context of climate change. 

Implementing adaptive management strategies that consider the impacts of climate change, such as promoting 

habitat connectivity, supporting the establishment of native plant refuges, and integrating biological control 

measures, can help mitigate the negative effects of invasive insects on native plant populations (Chimweta et. 

al., 2020; Ahissou et. al., 2021). 

The ecological interactions between invasive insects and native plant species are being influenced by climate 

change, resulting in significant consequences for biodiversity conservation and ecosystem functioning. 

Understanding these interactions is vital for developing effective strategies to mitigate the impacts and enhance 

the resilience of native plant communities. By considering the complex ecological dynamics and implementing 

adaptive management approaches, we can work towards maintaining the integrity and functionality of 

ecosystems in the face of a changing climate and invasive species threats. 

2. Conclusion 

The ecological interactions between invasive insects and native plant species are being significantly influenced 

by the changing climate, presenting substantial challenges for biodiversity conservation and ecosystem 

stability. Invasive insects, often introduced unintentionally or intentionally to new environments, can have 

detrimental impacts on native plant populations. The changing climate, with its altered phenology, range 

expansions, and disruptions in plant-insect interactions, exacerbates the effects of invasive insects on native 

plants. These impacts include increased herbivory, competitive exclusion, disruption of pollination dynamics, 

introduction of pathogens, and alteration of ecosystem functions. Climate change-induced phenological 

mismatches and range shifts further amplify the ecological disturbances caused by invasive insects, leading to 

declines in native plant populations, changes in community dynamics, and potential loss of ecosystem 

resilience. Effective management strategies, such as adaptive management approaches and integration of 
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biological control measures, are crucial for mitigating the impacts of invasive insects on native plant species 

in the context of a changing climate.  

Understanding these complex ecological interactions and implementing conservation efforts can help maintain 

the integrity and functionality of ecosystems in the face of invasive species threats and climate change.Invasive 

insects, introduced to new environments either intentionally or unintentionally, can have profound impacts on 

native plant populations.The interactions between these two groups are influenced by a changing climate, 

which can lead to phenological mismatches, range expansions, altered plant-insect interactions, and feedback 

loops. Invasive insects can cause herbivory, competitive exclusion, disruption of pollination dynamics, 

introduction of pathogens, and alterations in ecosystem functions. Climate change further exacerbates these 

impacts, disrupting native plant communities and compromising their resilience. Effective management 

strategies that consider the specific ecological dynamics and vulnerabilities of native plant species are 

necessary to mitigate the negative effects of invasive insects. Conservation efforts should focus on 

understanding and preserving the integrity of ecosystems, ensuring the sustainability of native plant 

populations, and adapting to the challenges posed by invasive insects in the context of a changing climate. 
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