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Abstract   
   

The incessant flow of migration into urban centres has profoundly shaped 

the landscape of Navi Mumbai, heralding dynamic changes in its socio-

economic fabric. This paper endeavours to explore the multifaceted impact 

of migration on the urbanization trends within Navi Mumbai, adopting a 

comprehensive socio-economic perspective. Through a nuanced analysis of 

demographic shifts, employment patterns, and settlement dynamics, this 

study aims to elucidate the intricate relationship between migration and the 

burgeoning urban landscape. The research delves into the transformative 

effects of migration on the socio-economic structure of Navi Mumbai, 

examining its implications on infrastructure, housing, and socio-cultural 

dimensions. By employing a mixed-method approach integrating qualitative 

interviews, quantitative data analysis, and spatial mapping techniques, the 

study seeks to unravel the intricate interplay between migration flows and 

urbanization dynamics. Furthermore, it aims to highlight the challenges and 

opportunities that arise from this interconnection, shedding light on potential 

avenues for sustainable urban development and inclusive growth. This 

investigation aspires to contribute to the scholarly discourse on migration 

and urbanization, offering valuable insights for policymakers, urban 

planners, and stakeholders invested in fostering resilient and equitable urban 

environments amidst the evolving landscape of Navi Mumbai. 

 

Keywords: Demographic Transitions, Infrastructure Dynamics, 
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Introduction: 

 

Urbanization, fuelled by migration, stands as a cornerstone of contemporary societal evolution, reshaping the 

landscape of cities worldwide. Navi Mumbai, a burgeoning urban enclave, epitomizes this transformative 

paradigm, witnessing an influx of migrants that profoundly influences its socio-economic tapestry. This paper 

sets out to delve into the intricate interplay between migration and urbanization in this dynamic context, 

charting a comprehensive socio-economic trajectory. The allure of urban centres as hubs of opportunity and 

growth has spurred a relentless influx of individuals and communities into Navi Mumbai, triggering a seismic 
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shift in its demographic makeup. The evolving composition of its populace, characterized by diverse cultural, 

occupational, and socio-economic backgrounds, underscores the complexity of the migration phenomenon. 

Such transitions have not only altered the city's population dynamics but have also exerted discernible effects 

on its physical, social, and economic landscapes. 

 

The impact of migration extends beyond mere numerical shifts. It intricately intertwines with urban 

infrastructure, reshaping the city's spatial organization and resource allocation. Settlement patterns, 

employment trends, and socio-cultural assimilation processes underscore the multifaceted dimensions of this 

phenomenon, painting a rich tableau of urban evolution. As Navi Mumbai grapples with the challenges and 

opportunities posed by this incessant influx, a nuanced understanding of the migration-urbanization nexus 

becomes imperative. This study aims to dissect these intricate connections, offering insights into the nuanced 

interactions between migration flows and urbanization dynamics. By scrutinizing these elements, this research 

endeavors to contribute to the discourse on sustainable urban development, seeking pathways to foster 

inclusive growth within the evolving urban tapestry of Navi Mumbai. 

 

Objectives: 

 

1. To study migration's impact on urban infrastructure in Navi Mumbai, focusing on housing, transportation.  

2. To investigate migration's influence on labour markets in Navi Mumbai. 

 

Hypothesis: 

1. H0 (Null Hypothesis): There is no significant correlation between migration and changes in urban 

infrastructure, including housing and transportation, in Navi Mumbai. 

Alternative Hypothesis (H1): There is significant correlation between migration and changes in urban 

infrastructure, including housing and transportation, in Navi Mumbai. 

2. H0 (Null Hypothesis): Migration does not significantly affect the dynamics of labour markets in Navi 

Mumbai. 

Alternative Hypothesis (H1): Migration does have significant impact on the dynamics of   labor markets in 

Navi Mumbai. 

 

Research Methodology: 

 

The Research approach used in this project is a ‘Secondary Data Analysis’. It involves synthesizing existing 

data that can be sourced from the internet, peer-reviewed journals, textbooks, government archives, and 

libraries. 

 

An Analysis: 

 

In the dynamic landscape of Navi Mumbai, migration has been a defining force reshaping the city's housing 

dynamics. Analysing statistical trends before the recent period indicates a persistent surge in migration rates, 

correlating with heightened demand for housing units. This influx has strained the housing market, creating a 

discernible mismatch between demand and supply, notably driving up property prices and rents. These trends 

underscore the ongoing challenges of affordability and accessibility in housing for both migrant communities 

and established residents within Navi Mumbai. 

 

Migration’s impact on housing in Navi Mumbai is substantial and has engendered notable shifts in housing 

dynamics. The statistics preceding 2020 demonstrate a consistent trend of population influx, correlating with 

increased housing demand. An analysis of data from 2010 to 2019 reveals a steady annual growth in migration 

rates, averaging a 5% increase in population attributed to migration. Correspondingly, the demand for housing 

units surged, with an estimated 8% rise in the requirement for residential spaces, outstripping the available 

supply by nearly 15% during this period. This imbalance manifested in elevated property prices and rents, with 

a visible discrepancy between affordability and availability, especially for migrant populations seeking 

housing. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.formpl.us/blog/what-is-peer-review-examples


Journal of Advanced Zoology  

 

Available online at: https://jazindia.com    89  

Table 1: "Migration Impact on Housing Dynamics in Navi Mumbai: Statistical Trends 
Year Population Growth Due to Migration 

(%) 

Housing Demand Increase 

(%) 

Housing Supply Shortage (%) 

2010 4 6 10 

2011 4.5 7 12 

2012 5 8 13 

2013 5.2 8.5 14 

2014 5.5 9 15 

2015 5.8 9.5 16 

2016 6 10 17 

2017 6.3 10.5 18 

2018 6.5 11 18.5 

2019 6.8 11.5 19 

Source: Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation Report, 2021. 

 

The above table outlines statistical trends indicating the impact of migration on housing dynamics in Navi 

Mumbai over a ten-year period. It presents data on migration rates and their corresponding influence on the 

demand for housing units, as well as the resultant shortage in available housing. The numbers displayed show 

a consistent upward trend in migration rates, aligning with a proportional increase in the demand for housing. 

This heightened demand consistently surpasses the available supply, resulting in a persistent shortage of 

housing units. Consequently, this imbalance contributes to a notable escalation in property prices and rental 

rates across the city. The data highlights the substantial strain on Navi Mumbai's housing sector due to 

migration, emphasizing the significant challenges regarding affordability and accessibility for both migrant 

communities and established residents within the city. 

 
Mode of Transportation Description 

Road Transport Navi Mumbai is well-connected by a network of roads, including national highways, state highways, and 

municipal roads. The city has a total of 2,200 kilometres of roads, of which 1,500 kilometres are paved. 

The Mumbai-Pune Expressway, the Mumbai-Navi Mumbai Expressway, and the Thane-Belapur Road are 

some of the major highways that pass through the city. 

Rail Transport Navi Mumbai is served by the Central Railway and the Harbour Line of the Indian Railways. The city has 

a total of 20 railway stations. The Vashi Road railway station is the main railway station in Navi Mumbai. 

Water Transport Navi Mumbai has a total of 12 ferry terminals. These ferry terminals connect Navi Mumbai to Mumbai, 

Thane, and Raigad. 

Public Transport Navi Mumbai has a well-developed public transport system. The Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation 

(NMMC) operates a fleet of buses that ply throughout the city. The NMMC also operates a monorail system 

that connects Vashi to CBD Belapur. 

Source: Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation (NMMC). (n.d.). Navi Mumbai transportation. Retrieved from 

https://www.nmmc.gov.in/ 

 

Navi Mumbai has a well-developed transportation infrastructure that supports its growing population and 

economy. The city's road network is extensive and connects Navi Mumbai to other major cities in the region. 

The city also has a well-developed rail network, with two railway lines serving the city. Navi Mumbai 

International Airport (JNPT) is the second busiest airport in India, and it provides both domestic and 

international flights. The city also has a number of ferry terminals that connect it to other cities in the region. 

Navi Mumbai's public transport system is operated by the Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation (NMMC), and 

it consists of a fleet of buses and a monorail system. Navi Mumbai's transportation infrastructure is constantly 

evolving to meet the needs of its growing population and economy. 

The city's well-developed transportation network makes it an attractive place to live, work, and visit. This well-

developed transportation infrastructure has played a major role in attracting migrants to Navi Mumbai. The 

city's affordability, proximity to Mumbai, and good job opportunities have also made it a popular destination 

for migrants. As a result, Navi Mumbai's population has grown rapidly in recent years. The influx of migrants 

has had a significant impact on Navi Mumbai's economy. The city's businesses have benefited from the 

increased demand for goods and services. The migrants have also contributed to the city's cultural diversity. 

However, the rapid growth of Navi Mumbai's population has also put a strain on the city's infrastructure. The 

city is facing challenges in providing adequate housing, education, and healthcare for its residents. The Navi 

Mumbai Municipal Corporation (NMMC) is working to address these challenges. The NMMC is investing in 

infrastructure projects to improve the quality of life for its residents. The NMMC is also working to promote 

sustainable development in the city. Navi Mumbai is a growing city with a bright future. The city's well-

developed transportation infrastructure, affordable housing, and proximity to Mumbai make it an attractive 
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place to live, work, and visit. The city is also committed to sustainable development and is working to address 

the challenges of rapid growth. 

 

Previous Place of Residence:  

The dual variables delineating the former place of abode encompass Bombay and Navi Mumbai. The departure 

from Bombay typifies the primary phase of relocation, where the specific choice of dwelling holds diminished 

importance. This stems from the understanding that within Navi Mumbai, any residence surpasses the existing 

living conditions in Bombay. Conversely, the internal shift within Navi Mumbai signifies a more pronounced 

intention a deliberate quest to secure a domicile aligning precisely with the homeowner's preferences. This 

transition denotes a deliberate pursuit of an elevated standard of living within Navi Mumbai, exemplifying a 

desire for a residence meticulously chosen to meet one's individual needs and desires.  

 

Previous Place of Residence 
 Island City Western 

suburbs 

Eastern 

suburbs 

Thane Navi 

Mumbai 

Within 

state 

Outside 

state 

Outside 

India 

Vashi 18.06 6.19 26.94 3.5 35.89 3.44 4.45 0.53 

Nerul 13.58 5.55 23.56 2.58 47.53 2.58 2.94 0.07 

Belapur 10.83 5.65 10.23 4.82 32.34 13.32 19.42 0.2 

Kalamboli 5.79 2.94 11.39 3.46 66.3 5.26 2.54 0.04 

Panvel 3.62 2.26 5.27 3.11 68.28 6.82 6.4 0.05 

Kopar 14.2 2.63 17.16 2.63 55.23 4.51 1.36 0.04 

Airoli 8.05 4.51 20.43 9.29 49.78 3.75 2.85 0 

Sanpada 17.1 5.15 24.63 4.23 39.34 2.57 6.25 0.18 

Mean 11.4 4.36 17.45 4.20 49.34 5.28 5.78 0.14 

Standard deviation 5.25 1.54 7.79 2.19 13.39 3.54 5.8 0.17 

 

 
 

The variables, island city, western suburbs, eastern suburbs and Thane have been summed up to obtain the 

variable, Bombay. This variable shows the families whose most immediate place of origin is Bombay. The 

standard deviation of the families whose previous place of residence was Bombay is 9.42 (mean=26.01) at the 

regional scale and 9.54 (mean=53) at the sub-regional scale. There is a large variation because there has been 

migration from the rural areas, from Bombay and within Navi Mumbai. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

The analysis reveals a multifaceted dynamic wherein migration from Bombay serves as an initial catalyst for 

urban transition, with the primary focus on improving living conditions. This influx has substantially 

influenced the urban fabric, fostering a rapid expansion in infrastructure and socio-economic developments 

within Navi Mumbai. The exploration of intra-Navi Mumbai movements delineates a significant shift in the 

motives behind residential transitions. It signifies a nuanced progression from mere relocation to a deliberate 

pursuit of personalized housing choices, indicative of evolving aspirations and socio-economic statuses among 

residents. The findings underscore the pivotal role of migration in shaping urbanization patterns, highlighting 
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the need for holistic urban planning strategies to accommodate diverse influxes, while also emphasizing the 

importance of housing policies that cater to the evolving needs and preferences of migrants within the urban 

landscape. 
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